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nors and Directors of the Poor. This was done, for instance, by
Marylebone with the excellent provision that no parish apprentice was
to be turned over by his master to another master without their con-
sent" St James Westminster, in 1781, established a parish school of
industry to prevent the children who had been brought up by cottagers
on Wimbledon Common from returning to the very mixed society of
the workhouse. The children were taught reading, writing and cipher-
ing, the girls housework and needlework, the boys shoe-making,
tailoring and pin-heading, and were apprenticed between the ages of
twelve and a half and fourteen. Would-be masters and mistresses had
to make a personal application to the Board of Governors and Directors,
after which the 'proper officer' made an inquiry into the position and
character of applicants and then made a written report to the Board.
The child went 'upon liking* for a month, at the end of which both
master and child were examined separately by the Committee. If the
child's account was satisfactory indentures were made, a fee of £2 and
a double outfit of clothing were given, with a warrant for a further sum
of two guineas at the end of three years if the master had taken proper
care of the child. Between 1782 and 1796, 738 children were thus
apprenticed.100
The parishes of St Giles and St George Bloomsbury, and of St
Andrew's Holborn and St George the Martyr had rules for the inspec-
tion of apprentices whose masters lived within the Bills, and the two
latter parishes had the same regulations for apprentices* fees as St
James Westminster (both observing the Act of I767).101 The Foundling
Hospital paid great attention at the end of the century to the apprentic-
ing of girls to domestic service. They were bound to * housekeepers*
only - not to lodgers, and only after strict inquiry, and only to families
where some domestic servant was kept, and, as a rule, to no family
which let lodgings. During the term of apprenticeship boys were
visited by the schoolmaster, girls by the matron.102
These changes, legislative and administrative, were the result of
much melancholy experience, and of that growth of social compunction
which characterizes die latter part of the eighteenth century. There had
also been a change in opinion, closely inter-related with the growth of
knowledge of social conditions. An early training in industrial work
was no longer the ideal of the social reformer. The movement for

